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SENATE BI LL 6608

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Heavey, Schow and Jacobsen

Read first tine 01/22/98. Referred to Commttee on Governnent
Oper ati ons.

AN ACT Rel ating to el ection of councilmenbers in first class cities
wi th popul ati ons of over four hundred t housand; amendi ng RCW35. 22. 370;
and adding a new section to chapter 35.22 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW35.22.370 and 1965 ¢ 7 s 35.22.370 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Notwi thstanding that the charter of a city of the first class
may forbid the city council fromredividing the city into wards except
at stated periods, if the city has failed to redivide the city into
wards during any such period, the city council by ordi nance may do so
at any tinme thereafter: PROVIDED, That there shall not be nore than
one redivision into wards during any one period specified in the
charter.

(2) Notw thstanding the city’s charter, every first class city with
a population of nore than four hundred thousand persons shall have a

city council with nine menbers. Si x of the council menbers shall be

elected fromdistricts with each of the six elected from one of six

districts, and three council nenbers shall be elected at |arge.
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The council shall by ordinance create a conm ssion to divide the
city into six districts and fix the boundaries of the districts. The
council shall change the district boundaries fromtine to tinme and as
provided in chapter 29.70 RCW No change in the boundaries of any
district may be made within one hundred twenty days next before the
date of a general nmunicipal election, nor within twenty nonths after
the districts have been established or altered. However, if a boundary
change results in one district being represented by nore council nenbers
than the nunber to which it is entitled, those having the shortest
unexpired ternms shall be assigned by the council to districts where
there are vacancies, and the council nenbers so assigned shall be deened
to be residents of the districts to which they are assigned for
pur poses of determ ning whether those positions are vacant.

Districts shall be used as follows: (a) Only a resident of the
district may be a candidate for, or hold office as, a council nenber of
the district; and (b) only voters of the district may vote at a prinmary
to nomnate candidates for councilnenber of the district, and only
voters of the district may vote at the general election to elect a
counci | nenber of the district. The three at-large positions shall not
be associated with a district and the persons elected may reside
anywhere in the city. Voters throughout the city may vote at a primary
to nominate candidates for the at-large positions, when a primary is
necessary, and at a general election to elect persons to the at-|arge

posi ti ons.
Additional territory that is added to the city shall, by act of the
council, be annexed to contiguous districts without affecting the ri ght

to redistrict at the expiration of twenty nonths after the | ast
previ ous di vi si on. The renoval of a council menber fromthe district
for which he or she was el ected shall create a vacancy in such office.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 35.22 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Every first class city with a popul ation of nore than four hundred
t housand persons not divided into six districts on the effective date
of this act shall appoint a conm ssion pursuant to RCW 35.22.370 to
create and fix the boundaries of the six districts.

The districts shall be created by March 1, 2003. The comm ssion
shall cease to exist after the initial creation of the districts.
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I n the nunicipal general election held in 2003, if the terns of no
nmor e t han four council menbers are about to expire, three council menbers
shal | be elected by district and one council menber shall be el ected at
large. |If five or nore council nmenber’s terns are about to expire, four
counci | renbers shall be elected by district and two council menbers
shal |l be elected at |arge.

|f the terms of nore than five or fewer than four council nmenbers
are about to expire, the conm ssion shall select by lot the m ninmm
nunber of additional positions for which the termwll termnate in
2003 or positions that will be elected for two-year ternms in 2003 so
t hat beginning in 2005 the councilmenber’s terns will be staggered so
that either four or five positions will be elected at each nunicipa
general election, with two at-large positions elected at each el ection
where five council nenber positions are el ected.

~-- END ---
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